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ESPI Mission Statement

The mission of the European Space Policy Institute (ESPI) is to carry out 
studies and research to provide decision-makers with an independent view 
on mid- to long-term issues relevant to the use of space.
Through its activities, ESPI contributes to facilitate the decision-making 
process, increases awareness of space technologies and applications with 
the user communities, opinion leaders and the public at large, and 
supports students and researchers in their space-related work.
To fulfil these objectives, the Institute supports a network of experts and 
centres of excellence working with ESPI in-house analysts.
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Presentation Outline
1. Introductory Remarks
2. The Role of a Space Policy
3. Aims of a Space Policy
4. Boundary Conditions for NATO
5. Issues to be resolved

credit: NATO
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Role of a Space Policy
• Expressing political leadership in the high 

public investment area of space activities
• Shaping and Structuring the involved 

entities´ interplay:

Actors

Goals

Organization
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Aims of a Space Policy
• Definition of strategic goals and priorities  

(based on general policy objectives)
• Coherent and comprehensive approach
• Better coordination/resource allocation
• Possibility for long term planning
• Budgetary perspective
• Basis for reliable international cooperation
• Facilitation of institutional interplay
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Boundary Conditions for NATO
• Experience in key application areas
• Research and technology expertise (RTO)
• Reliance on civilian/commercial assets
• Member States run own space activities
• Lack of interoperability standards
• No designated/exclusive body for space 

activity oversight
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Internal Issues to be resolved
• What are the NATO priorities in space?
• What NATO entities should be involved?
• What kind of organziation/governance?
• Relation to other NATO policies, strategies 

and doctrines?
• Self-standing? Associated programme(s)?
• Operational Requirements? 
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Interface Issues to be resolved
• How should the interplay with other 

institutions be organized?
• How are Member States‘ (space) policies 

accounted for?
• What kind of link to European security 

related space activities?
• What are the US expectations?
• Public or classified document? 
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Thank you! 

www.espi.or.at 

wolfgang.rathgeber@espi.or.at
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